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[bookmark: _Toc235221565]Vignette 16. Personality Disorders in the Medical Setting

Psychiatry consultation is requested for a 48-year-old single white female and small business owner who was admitted three days ago with acute abdominal pain. She subsequently underwent an open cholecystectomy complicated by common bile duct injury and peritonitis. 

Since admission, the patient has been observed to be angry and uncooperative. She refuses to participate in physical therapy, becomes upset when nurses instruct her on the need for incentive spirometry, and kicks out the surgical team during morning rounds.

When staff attempts to emphasize the need for her cooperation, she is indignant and makes veiled threats to contact the hospital president or sue for post-op complications. Help is now requested to rule out possible depression or other psychiatric problems, and for recommendations for dealing with this “difficult” patient.

Upon interview, the patient is upset that a psychiatry consult was requested without her consent. She angrily complains about multiple issues, stating that she was not adequately informed about the surgery and its potential complications. She also reports that the nurses speak to her “as if I were a child,” her diet is overly restrictive, physical therapy is excessively rough, and the surgical team enters her room unannounced at all hours. 

She is especially upset because her hospitalization is interfering with her ability to work, as she expected to be in the hospital only a couple days, and she did not arrange coverage. She feels that her business will be hurt the longer she is away. After a short time, she dismisses you because your questions are upsetting her.

Discussion Questions:

1.	Based on the available information, what is your differential diagnosis for this patient?








2.	What central themes / issues do you think this patient is struggling with?








3.	What advice can you give the primary team to assist in caring for this patient?








4.	What direct assistance can you offer to the patient?
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